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Curriculum and Instruction 495
School-wide Assessment and Instruction: Response to Intervention

Spring 2008
Instructor: Trent Atkins, Ph.D.
Class Meets: On-line in asynchronous format
Contact Information: Office Phone: 406.243.4978
Email: trent.atkins@mso.umt.edu
Office Location: Education 302
Office Hours: By Email
Course Purpose:
The purpose of this course is to prepare to work with students who are at-risk for and who have
been identified with high incidence disabilities. Students will be prepared to assist with the
assessment and instruction of all students in K-12 school settings in a system model referred to
response-to-intervention (RTI).
Course Objectives: Participants in this course:
1. Describe the principles and practices of assessment as it pertains to all school-age
children including students at-risk for or with high incidence disabilities.
2. Demonstrate the ability to correctly administer formal and informal assessments with
particular emphasis on Curriculum Based Measures (CBM).
3. Understand and discuss the issues involved when assessing children from diverse
linguistic, cultural, or ethnic backgrounds.
4. Be prepared to assess and instruct students in a variety of settings.
5. Translate test results into “everyday” language and into appropriate learning goals and
objectives.
6. Describe and use several methods for monitoring children’s progress as it relates to the
child’s individualized learning objectives.
7. Design and implement instructional programs based on children’s needs, goals and
objectives.
8. Consult, collaborate and co-teach with general educators
9. Consult with administrators on universal academic and behavioral practices.
10. Monitor children’s progress using data collected through monitoring to make appropriate
instructional changes.
Instructional Methods:
Effective teaching methods will be modeled throughout the semester and will encompass a
variety of formats including power-point facilitated lectures, small and large group problemsolving activities, videos and student-led presentations and discussions. In addition, case studies
will be utilized regularly for student reflection and inquiry-based learning. The use of email
correspondence with the instructor is strongly encouraged as a means of individualizing
instruction. Computer-mediated instruction in the form of email communication among students
and internet research will also be encouraged.
Course Expectations:

All participants will be expected to comply with the academic honesty policies, as defined in the
University of Montana Student Conduct Code. Any violation will result in a letter to the Dean
recommending immediate expulsion, and a grade of “F.”
It is expected that participants will attend all class sessions and will have read the assigned
material prior to each session. Group activities and exams will be based on assigned readings.
Readings:
Both texts can be ordered on-line. Other readings will be assigned each week to accompany these
texts.
Brown-Chilsey, R. & Steege, M.W. (2005). Response to Intervention: Principles and strategies
for effective practice. New York: Guilford.
National Association of State Directors of Special Education. (2005). Response to
Intervention: Policy considerations and implementation. Alexandria, VA: Author.
Disability Statement:
If you have a disability for which accommodations are needed for you to perform to your highest
potential in this course, arrange a meeting with me in the first week of the semester. During this
meeting we will discuss what accommodations you need and will receive in this course. Please be sure
to contact me within the first week of the semester.
Evaluation Procedures:
ASSIGNMENTS:
1.
Portfolio Plan
2.
Assessment Demonstration
3.
Instruction Demonstration
4.
Quiz #1
5.
Quiz #2
6.
Final
7.
Portfolio
8.
Graduate Assignment
TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS =

100 points
100 points
100 points
100 points
100 points
100 points
100 points
100 points
800 points (undergrad)
900 points (grad)

Please note: You need to work with at least one student for this semester. Preferably, you
can work with a small group of students. In your work with student(s) you will conduct
progress monitoring. You also need to observe/assist in a school doing benchmarking.

